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We study the scattering of charged particles in the presence of a homogeneous magnetic field. Using the
Green s function formalism, an appropriate transition amplitude for the scattering process is defined, and
application is made on scattering by a Coulomb potential in the high-energy approximation; For this case,
the transition amplitude is obtained in a closed form; its behavior with the magnetic field intensity and initial
translational energy is qualitatively discussed for transitions from the first Landau level. In the ultrastrongfield limit, the total transition probability presents periodic threshold structures with increasing values of the
initial translational energy.
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Zez/r, and in Sec. IV we discuss the results obtained.

INTRODUCTION

The effect of magnetic fields on the behavior of
physical systems is relevant in the study of problems in astrophysics, plasma physics, and solidstate physics, where magnetic fields play an important role in their properties. ' ' The structure
of matter in the presence of strong magnetic fields
has been the subject of several works, ' ' and it is
a reasonably well-understood problem now: It is
known that strong magnetic fields deeply affect the
electronic properties of matter. It would be interesting to investigate how transition probabilities
are modified by a strong magnetic field, since this
could eventually play an important role in physical
processes such as population inversion mechanisms, selective excitations of molecules, etc. It
is then important to understand how charged particles interact in the presence of a homogeneous
magnetic field: To our knowledge there is no theoretical study of this problem.
In the present work we consider the scattering of
a charged particle by a structureless potential,
and apply the formalism for the specific case of
scattering by a Coulomb potential. %e also show
how the formalism can be extended for scattering
by a hydrogen atom, assuming that the eigenfunctions and eigenvalues for the hydrogen atom in
the presence of the field are known.
In Sec. II we formulate the problem using the
Green's-function approach, and obtain a conveiently defined transition amplitude. Section III is
devoted to the study of the results of Sec. II in the
case when the scattering potential is of the form
18

II. FORMULATION
In this section we present the formulation of the
problem of a charged particle interacting with a
structureless potential in the presence of a homogeneous magnetic field. The eigenstateg of a
charged particle in a homogeneous magnetic field
are known"'" to be separable into a plane wave
propagating parallel to the f ield, and a harmonic oscillator-type solution for the transverse motion,
the so-called Landau states. In the usual scattering problems, structureless potentials cannot
change the translational energy of the scattered
particle. The scattering in the presence of the
magnetic field allows a modification of the one-dimensional translation energy caused by a transition between the bound Landau states. It is then
possible to define a transition amplitude associated
with the process in which a charged particle goes
wave vector 0, and
from an initial state 4,
Our aim is
Landau state n into a final state 4, ,
to obtain an expression for this transition amplitude.
Let us consider the Schrodinger equation
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where E, =R'k,'/2m and H~ is the two-dimensional
isotropic harmonic-oscillator Hamiltonian ( p = xx
+ yy) whose eigenfunctions are
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Energy conservation is guaranteed by Eq. {12): the
incoming particle with p, = @k, undergoes a transition f rom the n, to the nth Landau level, and AK
is its final momentum parallel to the field. The
integration in (11) is equivalent to the one appearing in a. one-dimensional problem„" so that the resulting Green's function is

G(p, p', z, z')
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is the associated Laguerre polynomial"
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where ~, is the cyclotron frequency [see (6)] and
is the energy of the nth Landau level.
Assuming only that the interaction potential V(r)
goes to zero for large values of r, the assymptotic
n = O,
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The transition amplitude representing an excitation of the (k, n's') final state from the state (k„ns)
is defined by
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The square of this a,mplitude is proportional to the
probability of finding the pa, xticle in a final state
n's' of momentum parallel to the field k, given the
initial state of momentum k, and quantum numbers
ns. This implies that any modification in its momentum in the direction of 'the field is associated
with R transltioQ between Landau levels. Assuming
the high-energy (Born) approximation we have

G(p, p', z, z')
=

6 r, r'

+

where L~(x) is the alternative form of the associated Laguerre polynomial defined in Eq (d. 13.) of
Ref. 10. The principal quantum number is n; s has
the geometrical interpretation of the distance of the
center of the orbits from the origin. This choice
of quantum numbers leads to'0'»
@(
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and q= k —ko is the transferred momentum in the
direction of the field.
The result (1V) can be generalized for the scattering of a high-energy charged particle by a hydrogen atom instead of a structureless potential.
If the incident particle is an electron, and neglect-
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ing the effect of exchange,
manner,

we obtain in

a similar

HI. PARTICLE SCATTERING BY A COULOMB POTENTIAL

For any central field, V(r) = V(r), integration
over the azimuthal angle is immediately done, resulting for the scattering amplitude,

f (ko, ns, p —k, n's', p')
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where x= yp', with y given by (6), and

The wave functions g()(r) are the solutions of the
Schrodinger equation for a hydrogen atom in a
homogeneous magnetic field, and must be obtained
in some approximation. '

(20)
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Considering the specific case of the Coulomb potential and the fact that the potential is eileen in the
z coordinate, we have
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where we have used the fact that for z & 0
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From the definition of Laguerre polynomials,
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Using the relation"
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where the coefficients c(n'ns'smp) are well defined, '0
M, is the largestbetween n and n', and M, the largest
between s and s '. Using this expansion, E(l. (25} can
be integrated (Ref. 12, E(l. 3.3535, p. 310},yielding

dxI„s(x)Iy(;(xP(„s)( ~) (2MAx)
=I )(&)IS(;(&)

f (k, ns

mZe
k, m'8') = (.

k

(24)

k„, (I„„(-k)l

( —k)Ei(-k)

P, u, ~~+~, +~,

+ ( 1)

gZ g
mM

Ei(-&) = -E, (&) is the exponential integral function.
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For sake of simplicity, we consider for discussion the case when the initial state has n = 0= s. In
this case (27) reduces to
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%'e present a simple qualitative discussion about
the dependence of the transition amplitude on the
magnetic field intensity and on the incident translational energy E, = 5'k,'/2m. Energy conservation
implies that transitions occur only if Mkco, & Ep
(~=n'-n). Since we assume n= 0, our discussion
is restricted to excitation of Landau levels, ~&0,
so that the relevant parameters of the problem may
assume the following corresponding ranges of val-

ues:
0 & A.
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The absolute value of the transition amplitude given
for a fixed
decreases monotonically with
the parameter E,/h&u„and because of the factor
it diverges for E,/Ku, =An, which is the
threshold condition. Of course for E,/R~, &An it
vanishes. Making use of the inequality"

~

by (29)
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1/(x+1) &e"E,(x) & 1/x for x&0,
it can be shown that the absolute value of the tranThe behavior
sition amplitude increases with
is qualitatively shown in Fig. 1. The total transition probability from the initial state (n, s) = (0, 0):
P, =g„~ (k„00- n's' ~' as a function of E,/5&v,
should therefore present periodic threshold structure, separated by unity, corresponding to a pro-

~.

f

k,

cess where the initial translational energy Ep is
totally transferred into a Landau-level excitation.
The total transition probability I'p as a function of
E,/hat, has an overall increasing oscillatory behavior, as shown in Fig. 1. It should be noted that
effects such as the de Haas-van Alphen and Schubnikow-van Alp/en present a similar behavior for
the magnetic susceptibility and the electric resistivity, respectively, as a function of the inverse of
the magnetic field.
For transitions from initial states others than
the one discussed above, the analytic expression of
the transition amplitude is given by Eq. (27). The
periodic structures in the total transition probability are still present, because of the factor k ' in
the first term of that equation. Although we have
not carried out a detailed analysis of the function
(27), we believe that the general behavior of the
transition amplitude and total transition probability
for excitation of Landau levels also present the aspect depicted in Fig. 1. The overall increasing behavior of the total transition probability with the
incident energy is due to the larger number of accessible final states; notice that each transition
amplitude between two particular states is a decreasing function of E,/htu, .

"

FIG.

1.

Eo
c

dependence of the partial transition
amplitude !
and of the total transition probability
from state(n, s) = (0, 0), l's» as a function of the initial
translational energy relative to the Landau-level

Qualitative

fo-n'!

separation.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

The scattering of charged particles in the presence of a homogeneous magnetic field has been
studied, and an application was made for the case
of scattering by a Coulomb potential in the highThe presence of the magenergy approximation.
netic field allows for inelastic processes (transition between Landau levels) even when the scattering is associated with a structureless potential.
Due to the separable form of the solution (4) this
problem is formally equivalent to the one-dimensional scattering of a charged particle (characterized by it momentum Sk) by a system associated
with the Landau levels.
For collisions of charged particles in the presen, ce of a homogeneous magnetic field, a typical
value of the translational energy (within the Born
approximation) is E, = 100 eV. This corresponds
to the separation between Landau levels in a mag-

18

CHARGED-PARTI/I.

SCATTERING IN THE PRESENCE OF A. . .

E

netic field of the order of 10" G. The threshold
structure we have previously discussed can only be
observed for fields of that order or larger, which
are presently known to exist in the surface of neutron stars and pulsars.
A field of 10" 0 is orders of magnitude larger
than any experimentally available magnetic field.
Strong magnetic fields in the laboratory are of
the order of 10' G, so that the parameter E,l@~, is
about 10' for E, = 100 eV. Separation between
structures of the order of 10 ' of the value of the
parameter can not be experimentally observed, and
the only observable effect in the laboratory should

be a slow i~crease of P, with E,lS~, . Therefore
the total transition probability increases with E,
and decreases with J3; it is only in the ultrastrongfield limit (B &10" G) that the increasing oscillatory behavior can be observed.
The scattering of a charged particle by a hydrogen atom in the presence of a magnetic field is
more complicated, since the dependence of the
atomic levels as a function of the magnetic field is
not known in an analytic form, as the Landau levels, and the general behavior depends on the level
considered'
no general behavior can be anticipated without specific calculations.
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